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Supplementary Table SI. Definitions of comorbidities and stroke prophylaxis therapy

Comorbidities ICD/ATC/NOMESCO Codes Comment

Previous ischaemic 
stroke

ICDs: I61, I6290, I63, I64, I74; OENO codes for 
CT/MRI: 34410, 34411, 34412, 34490, 34914 

and 34915

2 incidences of any of detailed coded

Cardiac heart 
failure

ICDs: I50 and I42, I110, J81 2 incidences of any of detailed coded

Hypertension ICDs: I10 Antihypertensive drugs: adrenergic 
antagonists, non-loop diuretics, vasodilators, 
betablockers, calcium-channel blockers, and 
renin-angiotensin, system inhibitors; ATC: 

C02A, C02B, C02C, C02L, C03A, C03B, C03D, 
C03E, C03X, C07B, C07C, C07D, C08G, C02DA, 
C09BA, C09DA, C02DB, C02DD, C02DG, C07A, 
C07B, C07C, C07D, C07F, C08, C09BB, C09DB, 
C09AA, C09BA, C09BB, C09CA,C09DA, C09DB, 

C09XA02, C09XA52

Occurrence of ICD together with fulfilment 
of a hypertension drug with at least one 

repetition of given ATC drugs within a period 
more than 30 days but less than or equal to 

365 days

Previous 
thromboembolism

ICDs: I6310, I6340, I7400, I7410, I7420, I7430, 
I7440, I7450, I7480, I7490     

2 incidences of any of detailed coded

Type 2 diabetes ICDs: E10, E11 or E14; ATC: A10 2 incidences of T2DM ICDs or 2 prescriptions 
of antidiabetic treatment

Vascular disease ICDs: I21, I22, I700, I701, I702, I703, I704, 
I705, I706, I707, I708, I709, I2500, I2510, 
I7039, I2300, I2310, I2320, I2330, I2340, 

I2350, I2360, I2370, I2380, I2390

2 incidences of any of detailed coded

Peripheral arterial 
disease

ICDs: I701, I702, I703, I704, I705, I706, I707, 
I708, I709, I7039

2 incidences of any of detailed coded

Myocardial 
infarction

ICDs: I2100, I2110, I2120, I2130, I2140, 
I2190, I2200, I2210, I2280, I2290, I2300, 
I2310, I2320, I2330, I2340, I2350, I2360, 

I2370, I2380, I2390 

2 incidences of any of detailed coded

Acetylsalicylic acid  ATC: B01AC06, N02BA01

NSAID ATC: M01A Excludes glucosamine (M01AX05)

CHA2DS2-VASc 
score for risk 
stratification

Patients were given 1 point for CHF, hypertension, age 65 to 74 years, type 2 diabetes 
mellitus, vascular disease, and 2 points for age 75 years or older and for the occurrence of 

stroke and/or TIA and/or thromboembolism. 
1 point was allocated to females only if other co-morbidities were present
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Supplementary Figure S1. Differences between expressing excess mortality of newly diagnosed AF patients versus 
entire diagnosed AF population in a calendar year

Expressing excess mortality of newly diagnosed  
AF patients versus matched control  

(follow-up studies) 

Expressing excess mortality of all diagnosed  
AF patients versus non-AF population
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