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Supplementary Figure S1. Funnel plot assessing publication bias in studies of LZD/NLZD for TBM

Supplementary Figure S2. Forest plot of linezolid vs non-linezolid showing the overall effect on the fatality rate
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Supplementary Table SI. Search strategy

Database Search strategy

Medline 1.	„Tuberculosis, Meningeal”[Mesh] 
2.	TBM ab,ti.
3.	Linezolid ab,ti.
4.	“Linezolid”[Mesh]
5.	1 OR 2
6.	3 OR 4
7.	5 AND 6

Web of Science 1.	TS =(tuberculosis meningitis) OR (TB meningitis) OR TBM OR (Tuberculosis, Meningeal)  
2.	TI=(Tuberculosis, Meningeal OR tuberculosis meningitis OR TB meningitis OR TBM) OR AB 

=(Tuberculosis, Meningeal OR tuberculosis meningitis OR TB meningitis OR TBM) OR AK 
=(Tuberculosis, Meningeal OR tuberculosis meningitis OR TB meningitis OR TBM）

3.	TS=(linezolid) OR TI=(linezolid) OR AB=(linezolid) OR AK=(linezolid)
4.	1 OR 2
5.	3 AND 4

Embase 1.	“tuberculosis meningitis” [Emtree] 
2.	TBM ab,kw,ti.
3.	“Linezolid”[Emtree]
4.	Linezolid ab,kw,ti.
5.	1 OR 2
6.	3 OR 4
7.	5 AND 6

Cochrane 
Library

1.	„Tuberculosis, Meningeal”[Mesh] 
2.	TBM ab,kw,ti.
3.	Linezolid ab,kw,ti.
4.	“Linezolid”[Mesh]
5.	1 OR 2
6.	3 OR 4
7.	5 AND 6

Supplementary Table SII. The Jadad scale for reporting randomized controlled trials

Item Maximum 
points

Description Examples

Randomization 2 1 point if randomization is mentioned “The patients were randomly assigned 
to two groups”

1 additional point if the method of 
randomization is appropriate

The randomization was accomplished 
using a computer generated random 
number list, coin toss or well-shuffled 
envelopes

Deduct 1 point if the method of 
randomization is inappropriate
 (minimum 0)

The group assignment was 
accomplished by alternate assignment, 
by birthday, hospital number or day of 
the week

Blinding 2 1 point if blinding is mentioned “The trial was conducted in a double-
blind fashion”

1 additional point if the method of 
blinding is appropriate

Use of identical tablets or injectables, 
identical vials
Use of tablets with similar looks but 
different taste

Deduct 1 point if the method of 
blinding is inappropriate (minimum 0)

Incomplete masking

An account of all 
patients

1 The fate of all patients in the trial is 
known. If there are no data the reason 
is stated

“There were 40 patients randomized 
but the data from 1 patient in the 
treatment group and 2 in the control 
were eliminated because of a break in 
the protocol”
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